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SUBJECT: CHINESE AS A WORKING LANGUAGE IN THE UN 
REF.: USUN 3057 

1. ALTHOUGH WE ARE GENERALLY OPPOSED TO MEASURES THAT 
WOULD RAISE THE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS OF THE UNITED NA- 
TIONS, WE SEE LITTLE BENEFIT AND CONSIDERABLE DISAD- 
VANTAGE TO ENGAGING IN FUTILE OPPOSITION TO PRC EFFORT 
TO MAKE CHINESE A WORKING LANGUAGE. ACCORDINGLY. YOU 
ARE AUTHORIZED TO TELL THE PRC THAT THE UNITED STATES 
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WILL SUPPORT RES. TO MAKE CHINESE A WORKING LANGUAGE. 
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YOU SHOULD STRESS THAT CHINESE IS THE ONLY CHARTER 
LANGUAGE (ARTICLE 111) THAT DOES NOT HAVE WORKING LANGUAGE 
STATUS, AND THAT WE WOULD NOT WISH DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 
IT. BECAUSE OF HIGH COST OF ADDING ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES 
YOU MAY SOLICIT PRC SUPPORT TO LIMIT WORKING LANGUAGES 
TO THOSE MENTIONED IN ARTICLE 111. PROVIDED YOU DO NOT 
DETRACT FROM POSTURE OF FREELY SUPPORTING CHINESE RE- 
QUEST. WE WOULD OF COURSE WELCOME CHINESE ASSISTANCE 
IN DISCOURAGING A PROLIFERATION OF NON-CHARTER LANGUAGES 
IN THE UNITED NATIONS WHICH WOULD ADD TO COSTS IN A 
GEOMETRIC PROGRESSION. 


2. BACKGROUND: WE NOTE THAT UNDER THE PRESENT ARRANGE- 
MENT WITH CHINESE AS ONLY AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE, SPEECHES 
ARE NOT ALWAYS INTERPRETED EXCEPT ON REQUEST. VERBATIM 
RECORDS ARE TRANSLATED ONLY ON REQUEST AND THE IOURNAL 
IS NOT PUBLISHED IN TRANSLATION. THERE HAVE BEEN CASES, 

SUCH AS LAST SEPTEMBER'S MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE 
PANEL ON PUBLIC INFORMATION, IN WHICH THE PRC RE- 
QUESTED INTERPRETERS AND THEN DID NOT ATTEND AND USE THE 
SERVICE REQUESTED. HOWEVER, WE WELCOME PRC ASSURANCES 
THAT A REASONABLE EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO KEEP THE COSTS 
DOWN. IN THIS RESPECT, IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT THE 
ANTICIPATED INCREASE IN THE PRC ASSESSMENT IN 1974 

WILL PROBABLY BE GREATER THAN THE ESTIMATED COST OF 
MAKING CHINESE A WORKING LANGUAGE. THE PRC ASSESSMENT 
RATE WILL CHANGE FROM 4.00 TO 5.50 PERCENT. FOR 1973 
THE PRC NET ASSESSMENT IS DOLS. 7.5 MILLION AND A 5.50 
RATE WOULD HAVE MADE IT DOLS. 10.3 MILLION, AN INCREASE 
ABOVE THE DOLS. 2.1 MILLION ESTIMATE MENTIONED IN REFTEL 
FOR INCREASED LANGUAGE COSTS. 

3. IN CONNECTION WITH OUR DESIRE TO QUOTE CLOSE THE DOOR 
UNQUOTE ON ANY ADDITIONAL LANGUAGES BEYOND THOSE MENTIONED 
IN ARTICLE 111. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE THE 

MISSION S VIEWS ON THE IDEA OF REQUESTING A UN STUDY OF 
A PAY-AS-YOU-GO SYSTEM WHEREBY ALL DELEGATIONS WOULD BE 
ASSESSED FOR THE COSTS OF THE LANGUAGE SERVICES THEY 
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CHOOSE TO UTILIZE, INCLUDING ENGLISH, AND THAT ANY 
LANGUAGE NOT MENTIONED IN ARTICLE 1 1 1 COULD ALSO BE 
USED. THIS METHOD WOULD ALLOW MEMBERS THE PRESTIGE OF 
USING THEIR NATIONAL LANGUAGE IF THEY PAY THE BILL FOR 
IT AND WOULD ALSO ALLOW SOME SAVINGS TO THOSE WHO CHOOSE 
TO SHARE THE COSTS OF THE MORE WIDELY USED LANGUAGES. RUSH 
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